
Post-Visit Report 
 
Date/Time: April 3rd, 2012 (3:00-5:00 PM) 
Place: Los Guandúles, Santo Domingo  
Reporter: Jong-Hyon Shin & Luisa Hee-Kyung Lee 
 
Objective: Conducting Transact-walk   
Activities: Walking around Los Guandúles accompanied by Pastor Apolinar & Meeting some residents. 
 
Results & Observation 
Since the meeting with community leaders was postponed, the transact walk was conducted with the 
help of Pastor Apolinar. The savings groups meeting did not take place, either, on Saturday 31st, since 
the church was involved in a music concert that night. Some people came for the savings but had to 
return.  
 
Los Guandules is a shanty town with impoverished people living in impoverished dwellings made of 
scrap materials. It is clear that there is no proper sanitation, electricity with high level of contamination, 
lack of potable water, disorganized sewage system. Many houses are right next to the river, vulnerable 
to flooding. Children were detected playing near 3 big pigs in the polluted river. The nearer to river the 
houses, the poorer the conditions.    
 
Some notable buildings include several protestant churches, one big catholic church, health center run 
by Ministry of Health, a primary school, a training center run by Fe y Alegría, a Catholic NGO. 
Additionally a building run by Barrio Seguro (Safe Neighborhood) was noticed. Since its foundation in 
2005 by Ministry of Interior and The Police, Barrio Seguro organized activities to promote employment 
and improve community housing. The building used for sewing training, however, was closed during the 
visit, since the trainer of INFOTEP does not visit the place regularly. According to the Pastor, most 
activities advertised by Barrio Seguro ceased long ago without giving continuity.   
 
Many people were seen on the street drinking beers or playing dominos even if it was during a week. A 
woman took us to her house in the hope to get some help. However, there was a woman who was 
painting ceramic next to her small shop. It was noticed a woman carrying a bible.   
 
Los Guandúles has been there for more than 50 years. Although the place is highly vulnerable to 
natural disaster, it looks like the community will not disappear due to its proximity to the center of the 
city. In fact, many residents have been living there for their entire life and know each other well. It 
seems important therefore to plan a project with long term perspective.  
 
Action Plan  
-Trainer will meet the group on April 7th. 
 



 


